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ramparts, lie rolled through, the streets, he even devoured the dead.
Men who wore in sign of despair mantles of rags, picked up anywhere, stationed themselves at the convergence of the streets, declaiming against the Elders and against Hamilcar, predicting total ruin for the entire people, and inviting them to general destruction and licence. The most dangerous were the drinkers of henbane, who in their crises fancied themselves to be wild beasts, and sprang upon the passers-by, whom they mangled cruelly. Mobs collected around them, forgetting the defence of Carthage. The Suffete conceived the idea of paying others of their class to support his policy.
In order to retain the Genii of the Gods in the city, their images were covered with chains, black veils were thrown over the Dii Patcect, and sackcloth around the altars. Some endeavoured to excite the pride and jealousy of the Baals by dinning in their ears, " You will be conquered ! The other Gods are more powerful than you, perhaps! Show your power ! Aid us ! in order that the peoples may not say,' Where are now their Gods ?' "
A constant anxiety disturbed the pontiffs ; those of Rabbetna were especially frightened, for the re-establishment of the Zaimph had not sufficed ; they remained sequestered in the third enclosure, as inexpugnable as a forest; only one of their number, the high priest, Schahabarim, risked going outside.
He went to Salammbo's palace, but remained silent, ever contemplating her with fixed gaze ; or else lavished upon her words of reproach, harder than ever.